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5 A fisherman’s test

PART from duffer’s fortnight, during the
mayfly hatch, when fish hurl themselves
with kamikaze vigour at almost any suitable artificial
imitation, fly-fishing is fascinatingly complicated. It’s both an
intellectual and an athletic challenge. First, the fisherman needs
to know his insects, so that he puts the right fly on his line at
the right time. Then, with the precision of a surgeon, he must
cast his line so that the fly lands like featherdown on the water.
If this artistry tempts a contrary trout, the fisherman needs
the reflexes and nerves of a fencer to strike the hook home.
Last week, I took part in the inaugural One Fly event on
the hallowed River Test (page 90). Compared to some of the
legendary fisherman in the competition, I was an utter novice.
Worse, the rules state you can use only one fly without chang-
ing it all day. If you lose it, snagged in a tree than
not in my case—it’s curtains. For me, disaster loomed with every
swish of the rod. Fortunately, with the aid of my ghillie, Steve
Batten, who waded the river, scrabbled and climbed several
alders to retrieve wayward casts, I kept going all day and even
caught some fish. Bravo to the organiser, Simon Cooper for find-
ing a way of making fishing even more fiendishly difficule. MH
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